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LADAS & PARRY 



REMARKS 
Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

The Office Action dated September 23, 2003 indicates that Claims 1-5, 15 and 16 are 
allowed, for which indication the Applicants express their appreciation. 

The Office Action further indicates that Claims 9, 10, 13, 14, 17, and 18 are objected to 
as being dependent on a rejected base claim. Claims 9, 10, 17 and 18 have been indicated as 
being dependent on a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten to include all ofthe 
hxnitations ofthe base claim and any intervening claims. The art rejections against Claims 1-5^ 
9, 10, 13, 14 and 15 - 18 being withdrawn. 

Claims 13 and 14 have been objected as being duplicative of the limitations of Claims 13 
and 14. whereby Applicants have cancelled Claims 13 and 14. 

New claims 19-23 have been added to more precisely claim and distinctly point out he 
subject matter considered by the Applicants to be their invention. Each of Claims 19 — 23 
depend on Claims 1 or 5, which are indicated as being allowed. Thus^ no new consideration or 
search is required so as to pennit allowance of these claims, as weU as the other pending and 
allowed claims. Claims 6-8 having been cancelled, and the number of claims pending in this 
apphcation is identical to the number of claims that were pending prior to the amendment. Thus, 
no fee is considered necessary. 

For the above reasons, it is considered that the pending claims^ as amended, and new 
Claims 19-23 find support in the application specification as filed, and that the combination of 
elements recited in the pending claims, as amended, distinguish over the references of record. 
Accordingly, reconsideration and witlidrawal of the outstanding rejections and objections are 
respectfiiUy requested and an indication of allowable subject matter is earnestly solicited. 
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Applicant thanks the Examiner for the indication of consideration of the IDS that was 
forwarded with the Office Action. 



Respectfully submitted, 



December 5, 2003 




c/o Ladas & Parry 

224 South Michigan Avenue - Suite 1200 
Chicago Ilhnois 60604 
TeLNo. (312) 427-1300 
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